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The Three Kinds of Fools
Key point: Foolishness is measured by ones response to instruction and correction. The more one rejects instruction and correction the more he will remain foolish. The more one receives correction and follows instruction the wiser he will become. We are foolish by default but we can be wise on purpose. (Proverbs 12:1,15, 13:1,14:16 28:26)

(Quote and information below is adapted from Changed into His Image by Jim Berg pp301-303)
Proverbs 1:22 “How long  O naïve ones will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing and fools hate knowledge?” (New American Standard Updated Edition)
1. The first kind of fool is the _____________________
    a. Those who are simpleminded tend to be open-mined and gullible to temptation and 

        all kinds of enticements

    b. Those who are simpleminded tend to be naïve to the effects and consequences of sin

    c. Those who are simpleminded tend to be undiscerning and can easily drift into moral 

        corruption

    d. Those who are simpleminded will be destroyed if they refuse to receive correction 

        and instruction from God 

     ( Proverbs 1:10, 7:6-7, 22:3)

2. The second kind of fool is the _______________________
     a. The scoffer tends to be mean spirited and a trouble maker

     b. The scoffer tends to be bent on corrupting others

     c. The scoffer tends to be hotheaded, arrogant and does not like being corrected 

     d. The scoffer tends to mock justice and take pleasure in rejecting what is good

     (Proverbs 13:1, 15:12, 14:9, 19:28, 21:24, 24:28-29,29:8)

3. The third kind of fool is the ____________________________
     a. The ordinary generic fool tends to be slow in willingness to obey as well as known 

         as one to get into mischief ; even struggles with anger

     b. The ordinary generic fool is inclined to make wrong decisions because of 

         stubbornness; even appears to be illogical in choices

     c. The ordinary generic fool tends to be self-confident, unreliable, deceptive, and does 

         not take consequences of sin seriously

     d. The ordinary generic fool tends to be resentful of correction, un-teachable, and 

         delights in speaking evil

     (Proverbs 12;15, 18:2, 10:18, 14:8, 15:2,5,14, 17:10, 13:19,  26:7,9, 26:18-19, 12:16, 

       14:16)  

4. There are ___________ things we can consider about all types of Fools
    a.   A fool will come to ruin (Prov. 10:8)

    b.   A fool will bring ruin (Prov. 10:14)

    c.   A fool is quick to quarrel (Prov. 20:3)
    d.   A fool does not delight in understanding (Prov. 18:20)
    e.   A fool is reckless and careless (Prov.14:16)

    f.   A fool trust in his own mind (Prov. 28:26)

    g.  A fool slanders others (Prov.10:18)

    h.  A fool build his life on anything but the Word of God (Matt. 7:26)

    i.   A fool does not control his temper (Prov. 14:17)

    j.   A fool does not prepare for the next life (Lk. 12: 20)

5. We can address all types of fools in _________ key ways:

     a. Give strong and loving correction according to the matter. (Proverbs 26:3)
     b. Don’t get on a fool’s level to deal with his foolishness. (Proverbs 26:4) 

     c. Address the fool according to the matter without debate or quarreling. (Proverbs 26:5) 

     d. Leave the presence of a fool accordingly. (Proverbs 14:7) 
6.  We can consider _______ key ways to overcome our own foolishness
     a.   Fear the Lord (Prov 9:10).
     b.   Listen to advice (Prov 12:15).
     c.   Accept Instruction (Prov 19:20).
     d.   Hang around wise people (Prov 13:20).
     e.   Learn to walk in humility (Prov 11:2).
     f.   Ask for wisdom ( James 1:5).
     g.  Walk in uprightness (Prov 2:7)
     h.  Pursue insight (Prov 4:7).
     i.   Listens to God’s Word with the intent to obey (Matthew 7:24-25).
     j.   Embrace God’s Wisdom and turn away from man’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 3:18-19).
