               The Danger of Spiritual Amnesia    

                                          

                 ( 2Peter 1:9)
I.  
A Christian who lacks the spiritual qualities of moral excellence, knowledge, self control,      
perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love is blind or shortsighted v9

A.   A Christian who is blind or shortsighted is seeing only what is near.

B.   A Christian who is blind or shortsighted is lacking in a godly perspective of life; 

      
      He does not interpret life situations through God’s truth. 

C.  A Christian who is blind or shortsighted has his mind set on things of this world with no  
  
     serious thought to a godly interpretation  of the things of this world.
II. 
A Christian who is blind or shortsighted has forgotten his purification from his former sins    v9
 
A.   A Christian who has forgotten his purification from his former sins, is a Saint who has been 

       living as if his past forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ has no relevance to his present 

       lifestyle.

B.   A Christian who has forgotten his purification from his former sins, is a Saint who is not 

       living in practice what he is by position.   
C. A Christian who has forgotten his purification from his former sins,  is a saint who has allowed the light of the world to dim his eyes to his conversion, connection, commitment and calling to Jesus Christ our Lord, God and Savior.
III. 
A blind, shortsighted Christian who has forgotten his purification from his former sins lacks a godly perspective on his: v9
A. Personhood in Christ- Since this Christian has not embraced his identity in Christ, he tends 
      to tie his identity to other people, his own performance, positions of authority, or possessions 
       

      he wants or has; This person has  connected his identity to the temporal things of this world 

      instead of the Character of Jesus  Christ. He does not see himself as Christ sees him. This 
   

                   Christian does not evaluate himself, his roles, and his responsibilities according to God’s 
                   perspective (1Samuel 15:1-24, Galatians 2:20)
B. Provision in Christ- This Christian is blind to the implications of his union with Christ.  As a result he is dominated by indwelling sin, the world and the devil leading to instability in his life. He does not embrace the fact that he has been joined with Christ. Nor does this Christian embrace that in his relationship with Christ he has all he needs to live a proper, peaceful, productive life; He does not understand that this kind of life would result in grace and peace being multiplied to him through Christ, experiential knowledge of Christ, genuine Christ like character, and stability in his life.  (James 1:5-8, 2Peter 1:1-8)
C. Progressive sanctification in Christ – This Christian may focus on past forgiveness of sin and   future blessings in heaven, but he does not focus on the present pursuit of knowing Christ, becoming like Christ, and being useful to Christ. He lacks discernment of good and evil because he is lazy in his pursuit of truth and application there of.  This Christian does not understand that through his relationship and union with Christ he has been given the command and the power to turn from sin in thoughts, words and deeds and to walk in what is right in thoughts, words, and deeds so that he may know Christ intimately, become like Christ practically, and to be useful to Christ consistently. ( Hebrews 5:11-14, Eph. 4:11-32)
IV.  
A Christian who lacks a spiritual perspective on his personhood in Christ, his provision in Christ, and progressive sanctification in Christ may seek to fill in the gaps with                                   God-replacements such as:  (Jeremiah 2:13)

A.  Formalism-Consistent participation in church meetings, ministries, and missions activities  yet 
      void of a transformed life from  participating in these meetings, ministries, and missions 

      activities because there is no genuine fellowship with Christ in these activities
B.   Legalism- Living a life of rules and regulations thinking one is right with God by        


      keeping them yet void of a transformed life through them because there is no genuine     

     fellowship with Christ; Trying to earn by works what can only be gained through 


     grace and genuine fellowship with Jesus Christ
 C.  Mysticism- Constantly hunting for a spiritual high, a dynamic encounter with God; reducing  

     Christianity to the pursuit of dynamic emotional and spiritual experiences instead a pursuit   

     of Jesus Christ yet void of a transformed life through these experience because there is no 

     genuine fellowship with Christ in these experiences 

D. Biblicism- pursuit of a high knowledge of the Bible; becoming a theological expert yet void of 
     a transformed life because there is no seeking to know Christ, to become like Christ, and to 

     be useful to Christ through the pursuit of a high knowledge of the Bible (James 1:22-24)
E. Social-ism- connecting with others in the Church for genuine fellowship, acceptance, respect  
 
    and position yet void of a transformed life in these connections because they were reduced to    
       
    an avenue for self fulfillment instead of being elevated to an avenue for mutual sanctification  
  
    in Jesus Christ                                                                                                                            (Examples from the book How People Change by Timothy  Lane and  Paul Tripp) 
Key Point: Saving Grace does not produce a license to live any way we want and bank on the salvation from Christ as security that we are still going to heaven; Saving Grace teaches us to deny ourselves the worldliness that corrupts us so that we may pursue the Godliness that changes us into the image of Jesus Christ. If you are claiming salvation but living like those who do not belong to Christ either you are suffering from Spiritual Amnesia, or Spiritual Deception. Meaning, either you have forgotten that you have been saved to know Christ, to become like Christ and to be useful to Christ, or you are really not a Christian but have been deceived into thinking you are. Experiencing the saving grace of God should lead us to consistency in denying self and a stable God-ordered life. May you examine yourself and ask God for wisdom to discern between Spiritual Amnesia and Spiritual Deception (concept about worldliness and godliness taken from Essential Virtues by Jim Berg). (Romans 6:1-23)
