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Have You Considered the Purpose of Your Trials?

(James 1:1-8)

I. Trials expose and develop your faith (v1-v3)

A. Expose what you depend on apart from God that you may turn from it and turn to God to build true hope in Him alone
B. Expose who you depend on apart from God that you may turn from them and turn to God to build true hope in Him alone
C. Expose what you truly believe about God in real time that you may make the necessary adjustments to build true hope in Him alone
II. Trials expose and develop your endurance (v3)

A. Expose how you handle delays   and teaches you how to persevere and stay godly as you work through them
B. Expose how you handle denial and teaches you how to persevere and stay godly as you work through it
C. Expose how you handle disruptions and teaches you how to persevere and stay godly as you work through them
D. Expose how you handle devastations and teaches you how to persevere and stay godly as you work through them

III. Trials that are endured expose and develop your character(v4)

A. Expose your immature and sinful thoughts, words, actions, and 

expectations towards God and lead you to replace them by developing godly thoughts, words, actions and expectations towards God 
B. Expose your immature and sinful thoughts, words, actions and 

expectations towards others and lead you to replace them by developing godly thoughts, words, actions, and expectations towards others
C. Expose your immature and sinful thoughts, words, actions and 

expectations towards life and lead you to replace them by developing godly thoughts, words, actions, and expectations towards life
IV. Consider this about your Trials:(v5-v8)

A. If we humble ourselves before God, acknowledge that we need Him and do not stubbornly insist on our way, God will respond by giving us Divine help to walk in His will through the trial (concept by Jim Berg in  When Trouble Comes)
B. If we don’t believe that God will help us we can’t expect Him to 
C. If we don’t believe that God will help us we will be indecisive about our choices, hesitant in our choices, and divided in our choices as we go back and forth between trusting God and trusting ourselves. 
D. If we don’t believe that God will help us we will live a life that is unstable, complicated, and destructive, because we know the Truth of God’s Word but live by the lies of Satan’s world.
                                          Key Points To Consider
Key Point #1: Expectations not being realized can lead us to the end of ourselves 

and into building genuine faith in our Lord Jesus Christ resulting in living a life 
prepared and prescribed by God in this life with people and circumstances.

Key Point #2: When we stop trying to fulfill our expectations through people and 

circumstances we can begin to live for our Savior with our spouses as explained in
      2 Corinthians 5:14-15. 

Key Point #3: When we stop trying to fulfill our expectations through people and 

circumstance  we can: 

A. Learn how to enjoy the pleasures God provides through people and circumstances. 

B. Learn how to endure the pain God allows through people and circumstances. 

C. Submit to the precepts of God in His Word according to our roles and responsibilities with people and in circumstances.  

D. Focus on and hold tightly to what God has promised within this life and the life to come.

E. Hold loosely in our hearts and hands what we would like to see, what we want and what we would like to have happen that is not promised by God from people and circumstances so that, we can live a life of faith as prescribed and provided by God. 

      Key Point #4: Faith should be in 

A. The reality of God.

B. The reformation of our existence in totality to reflect the character of Jesus Christ.

C. The responsibility of God to provide, protect, and prepare us for the next life. 

D. The rewards of God in this life and the life to come. 

E. The return of Christ and His glory along with the residence created by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ when He returns for us.

Key Point: #5: Faith should not be in the realization of all of what we want through people and circumstances.  
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