The Cycle of Self Centered Relationships(Pastor Nicolas Ellen)
     
 Pride is a mind set on self with resistance to the will and ways of God. This leads to evaluating and dealing with people according to your own estimations, leading to various relational problems (Prov. 3:5-8, 28:26, 14:12). 
As you function in pride, you tend to develop a picture of people in accordance to your opinion, resulting in an inevitable cycle:
Picture

         Preference

       Presumption

     Pain 


   Practice
You have a settled opinion about a person’s:

-Character

-Conduct

-Conversation

-Commitments
-Care

-Compassion

-Concern

in relation to self, God, others, and life
situations.
The problem with your settled opinion is that  sometimes it’s true /sometimes it’s false.

You are consumed with:

- ways you want the person  to  function in: 

Character

Conduct

Conversations
Commitments
- ways you want the  

  person to commit to 
  and care about you 
  and others.
 -ways you want this
   person to be 
  concerned about you 
  and others;  to be 
  compassionate  
  towards you and 
  others.           
    
You make judgments or assumptions about the person’s: 

- Motives
- Desires

-Words

- Actions
 in a situation or  matter that has not proven to be true at the moment; it is an assessment and interpretation  
based on your  picture
and preference of
that person at that
moment.

You experience 

-Disappointment

-Anger
-Grief

-Sadness

-Discontentment
You  experience  these emotions as a result of  what you are thinking.  Your  thinking  is  dominated by your  picture, preference, and presumption of

the person resulting
in the pain your are
experiencing. 


You treat the person poorly as a result of your:
-Picture of them,
-Preference of them
-Presumption of them,
-Pain  with  them
You ignore God’s precept on how to treat the person because you are not operating out of humility and love; you are operating out of pride and lust as a result, you feel justified in your actions. 
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Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil (Rom 14:16).





He who trust in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered (Prov. 28:26).





There is a way which seems right to a man but its end is the way of death  (Prov. 14:12).  








The heart knows its own bitterness, and a stranger does not share its joy     (Prov. 14:10).








 Every prudent man acts with knowledge, But a fool displays folly (Prov. 13:16).
























































Preference


What I want from you according to my agenda








Presumption           What I assume about you in any given situation as a result of my picture of you and preference with you








Picture


What I believe about you in general





Practice     What I do with you or to you as a result of my picture, preference, presumption and pain in relation to you





Pain


What I feel as a result of my picture, preference, and presumption in relation to you











