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              The Three Basic Responses to People and Circumstances
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[image: image2.png]Neutral Responses-

Demonstrating and expressing
happiness, sadness,
dissapointment, embarrasment,
or hurt that does not violate
Scripture; The normal
expressions in life that God does
not hold against you as wrong.

Loving Responses-

to have thoughts, motives,
desires, communication
patterns, behavior patterns,
manner of life patterns,
relationship patterns, or serving
patterns we are commanded
and empowered by God to have
that demonstrate love for God
and others.

Unloving Responses-

to have unloving thoughts, motives,
desires, communication patterns,
behavior patterns, manner of life
patterns, relationship patterns or
serving patterns that are prohibited
by Godand are determined by the
evil in our hearts.





Four Key Issues Revealed in Our Responses to People and Circumstances
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[image: image4.png]Expectaions and desires of Life
that have become the central
focus of ourattention above
love for God and love for
others

Thoughts, motives,desires,
communiacation patterns,
behavior patterns, relational
patterns, serving patterns
that are displeasing to God
and that God wants changed
for His Glory, the good of

others and our good.

Thoughts, motives,desires,
communiacation patterns,
behavior patterns, relational
patterns, serving patterns that
are pleasing to God and are
Glorifying God , good to others
and our own good

The reality that one does not
have a genuine relationship
with God and is need of
deliverance from the penatly
and power of sin unto a new
and right relationship with God.
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We cannot control people or the outcome of situations (Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, 7:13-14, 9:1-2.)  We can only control our own thoughts, emotions, desires, words, and actions. (Romans 12:2-3, Proverbs 16:32, Psalm 37:4, Ephesians 4:29, 22-24) Therefore, we need to evaluate and take responsibility for how we are responding to people and the outcome of situations. (Galatians 6:7-8, 5:16-25)  We need to evaluate what is motivating us with people and the outcome of situations. (James 1:13-14, 3:13-16, 4:1-3). Are we motivated by love for God above our selfish desires? Or, are we motivated by our selfish desires above love for God? (1John 2:15-16, James 4:4, James 3:16) 

                Looking at Some Central Heart Issues
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disturbing or disquieting

thoughts of the mind as one is

consumed with the possibility
of losing or not receiving
something they treausre

Anger-

to have ungodly attitudes, words, or
actions as a resultof some
perceived need, desires, personal
preference, or standard not being
met, by someone or in
circumstances

Depression-

enslaving thought, mood,
or feeling of unhappiness
which becomes the
reason people give for not
functioning as they should





As you walk in pride, you will be consumed with lust. As you are consumed with lust you will seek idols to satisfy your lustful desires. When the idols seemingly are not going to follow through your expectation to satisfy your lustful desires you may begin to worry. When the idols do not follow through on your expectation to satisfy your lustful desires you may fall into anger.  All of this worry and anger could possibly lead you to depression. As you listen and talk with people evaluate how you are responding to other people and circumstances. Listen to the dominating topics of conversation to determine what you tend to treasure, dislike, worry about, get angry about. Learn the people, places, products, and perspectives you tend to discuss the most and why. Listen to see if your primary conversations are driven by discussions of yourself or others things more important than yourself. Identify who or what tends to lead you to react in happiness or sadness.  
    Direction and Result of Addressing Some Central Heart Issues
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*Mind set on Jesus Christ;
God-Centeredness;
Submission to God;
«Embracingand
submitting to one's
roles and responsibilities
inlife according to God's
Word.
sLife revolves around
what s important to
God above your desires
that have become sinful
and have led you into
sin. When your sin-
focused desires
contradict what God
commands you allow
what God commands.
to be the perspective
you submit to above
yoursin-focused desires.
You pursue God and find
more pleasure in that
above your sin-focused
desires.

Love For God

«Consumed with
following the commands
of God. You are devoted
to doing what God saysin
all aspects of life.
Because you want to
know Jesus Christ
intimately, belike Jesus
Christ, and be useful to
Jesus Christ, you are
willing and wanting to
follow the commands of
God knowing obedience
leads to knowing,
becoming like and being
useful toJesus Christ.
You focus on doing what
God says in your
thoughts, motives,
desires, words, actions &
way of life. Because God
first loved you, you seek
tolove Him by your
submission to Him
accordingly i all aspects
of lfe.

Love For Others

* Consumed with
treating people
with the highest
level of what s
called appropriate
by Scripture
unconditionally.
Seeking the highest
good of others.
unconditionally.
Taking the
characteristices of 1
Corinthians 13:4-8
and applying them
accordingly toall
unconditionally.
Serving others.
unconditionally
with the spiritual
gifts God has given
you. You become
an ambassador to
unbelieversanda
builder of believers
unconditionally.
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Entrusting one's self to God
according to the specific
characteristics of God as one
encounters all aspects of lie -

Accepting What God
Allows-

Enduring the difficult,
dissapointingand down
times of lifeknowing God
is working out His ultimate
goodinyour life through
them; Enjoying the
delightful times of life
knowing God has granted
them for your enjoyment
and development s well;
Submitting to your roles
and responsibilities during|
the good and bad times
because of your
commitment to and
confidence in God. Living
by your commitment to
God, and confidence in
God above your mood of
the moment.

Peace of God

Tranquility of the heart as a result of
embracing God and accepting what God
allows in one's life. Calmness of soul
regardless of the situation because of
one's surreder to and submission to God
accordingly.





As you walk in humility, you will be preoccupied with love for God. As you are preoccupied with love for God you will develop in genuine love for others. As you walk in love for God and love for others you will develop in embracing God and accepting what God allows as you live by your trust in the person, plans, precepts and promises of God. Living this way involves living by your commitment to God and confidence in God above your mood of the moment. As you develop in living by your commitment to God and confidence in God, you will experience the peace of God in your life on a consistent basis in the good and bad of life. Overall, as you develop in living by humility, love for God and others, embracing God, and accepting what God allows, you will not only experience the peace of God consistently, but you will find yourself turning away from a life reduced to making God, people and circumstances the help to or the complaint against you accomplishing your personal ambitions. Living a life where you make God, people and circumstances the help to or the complaint against you accomplishing your personal ambitions reveal the pride, lust, idolatry, worry, or anger in your life which can lead to depression in your life.  Evaluate your life and see where you stand. Identify where you are lacking in humility, in love for God and others, in embracing God, in accepting what God allows and in the peace of God. Move into the process of remorse over your sin accordingly, renouncing of your sin accordingly, repenting of your sin accordingly, renewing your mind in the truth of humility, love for God and others, embracing God, accepting what God allows, and the peace of God.  Replace the pride, lust, idolatry, worry, anger, (and all other sins discovered) which can lead to depression with humility, love for God and others, embracing God, accepting what God allows, which will result in the peace of God accordingly on consistent basis in the good and bad of life. You will see a difference in your life when you start living for God and stop living for yourself.  People and circumstances will be handled by God’s agenda. You will find that life is more satisfying and productive as you live to please God instead of seeking to use God, people or circumstances to accomplish what is and has been more important to you above your allegiance to and obedience to God. You will find that life is more satisfying and productive as you live to please God instead of being worried or angry with God, people, or circumstances as a result of them falling short of providing what is and has been more important to you above your allegiance to and obedience to God. 
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