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                                              Biblical Counseling And Church Discipline

                                                                (Matthew 18:15-17)

“Loving another means wanting that person to know, experience, receive, enjoy, and adore the God who is all satisfying and worship worthy—to know him fully even as we are fully known. Loving another means taking pleasure in that person’s movement toward conforming to and enjoying this greatest of goods, God. When Paul refers to God’s chosen people as “holy and beloved” (Col. 3:12), he’s not talking about two unrelated things. The local church that chooses to emphasize God’s love but not God’s holiness is a church that doesn’t actually understand what God’s love is, because God’s love is wholly fixed upon God and his glorious character in all its aspects. Such a church has probably substituted an idol in place of God’s love. As such, the church that hesitates to draw sharp membership borders or to practice church discipline because these things don’t seem loving needs to know that it’s been duped into a man-centered caricature of love. It’s been co-opted by the culture. It may well be worshiping an idol.  A deficient view of love and the church root finally in a deficient view of God and God’s love. Let me sum up the matter like this: the argument for church membership and discipline is an argument for a clear line between church and world, as clear as the line between the inside of Eden and the outside of Eden, the inside of the ark and the outside of the ark, the inside of the Israelite camp and the outside of the camp, the inside of Jerusalem’s walls and the outside of its walls. Yet what stands in the way of our ability to embrace the biblical call for such a line are our distorted and holy-less, truth-less, wisdom-less conceptions of God and his love. Recovering a biblical understanding of the church and its boundaries, therefore, requires us to reconsider what love is and how it’s the very boundaries of the church that help to define love for the world.” Pp20, Pp 101, and pp110, pp (The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love by Jonathan Leeman)
Key Point: Love confronts sin. That is why we must deal with sin in the Church. It demonstrates love for God and for the person in sin. God did not save us from sin to continue in it. He wants us to walk in the newness of life through our union with Jesus Christ (Romans 6:1-12). Anyone who is caught in sin needs our help (Galatians 6:1-2). We a have responsibility to do all we can to help them get out of it (Hebrews 3:12-13).  We in the Body of Jesus Christ are not to condemn a person in sin or to condone a person to sin. But, we are called to confront the person in sin with care and compassion in hopes the person would confess and turn away from it so that the matter can be cleared up and covered by our love. But remember, faithful are the wounds of a friend and deceitful are the kiss of an enemy (Proverbs 27:6). In others words, a real friend will do what it takes to help you even if helping will cause you pain, but a deceiver will let you stay sin while pretending that things are okay when they are not okay. The real church will not deceive but will confront sin with care, compassion and remove the unrepentant person from the local assembly if the person is unwilling to confess, repent and replace sin with Holy living for God in that matter (1 Corinthians 5). This line has to be drawn so that the world can understand love and holiness as God wants it presented. 

                                              Biblical Counseling and Church Discipline 
                                                                (Matthew 18:15-17)

Definition of Sin: thinking, saying, doing, or relating in ways God has instructed us not to think, say, do, or relate; wanting what God has instructed us not to want; wanting something in a way God has instructed not to want it; not thinking, saying, doing, relating or wanting what God has instructed us to think, say, do, relate and want.

A.  Before addressing a matter one must determine if it is a matter of sin or a matter of preference. (Romans 14:1-23)

B. Before addressing a matter one must deal with themselves first to determine how they have been responding or reacting in the matter. (Matthew 7:1-5)

C. Before addressing a matter one must make sure there is clear, factual, objective evidence of clear sin not speculation, opinion, hearsay, or gossip. 

D. After determining that the matter is a sin and dealing with self, one must confront the person about clear sin with the intent to restore them not with the intent to destroy them (Galatians 6:1-2).  
E. If the person refuses to confess and repent of the sin bring witnesses to address it so that  two or three witnesses can attest to the facts of the matter. A man should not seek to indict another without at least two or three witnesses to confirm the facts of the matter (Deuteronomy 19: 15).

F. If the person refuses to confess and repent of the sin with witnesses take it to the leadership of the Church so that they can address it along with the two or three witnesses who can attest to the validity of the charges against the unrepentant. 

G. If the person refuse to confess and repent of the sin with the leadership of the Church, the leadership must remove the person from that local Body of Christ so that they cannot cause any more damage to the body and in hopes that person would experience the pain of sin leading to confession, repentance and restoration to that local Body of Christ.  (1 Corinthians 5:1-22)
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