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The Fear of Man And Racism
(Proverbs 29:25)

l. What is the Fear of Man?

A
B.
C.

To be afraid of man.
To respect man as God.
To depend on man as source of life.

1. What Do We Fear of Man?

A
B.
C.
D.

We fear being exposed (John 3:19-21).

We fear being rejected (John 12:42-43).

We fear being physically hurt or oppressed (Genesis 12:11-13).
We fear being denied what we desire (John 12:42-43).

I11. Why Do We Fear Man?

A
B.

C.

D.

We lack genuine love for God and others (John 14:21,1John 4:18-21).

We believe man is the means to satisfy our needs and desires (Jeremiah 17:5-6, Js.
4:1-3).

We believe man is the source to solving or creating our problems (Proverbs
29:26).

We are preoccupied with what man can do to us above what God can do to us
(Matthew10:28-31).

IV. How Can Racism Lead to The Fear of Man?

A

“..Racism is not mere individual, overt prejudice or the free-floating irrational driver
of race problems, but the collective misuse of power that results in diminished life
opportunities for some racial groups. Racism is a changing ideology with the constant
and rational purpose of perpetuating and justifying a social system that is racialized...
A racialized society is a society where race matters profoundly for difference in life
experiences, life opportunities, and social relationships..... A racialized society can
also be said to be a society that allocates differential economic, political, social, and
even psychological rewards to groups along racial lines.” (Michael Emerson;
Christian Smith. Divided By Faith, pp. 7,9)

Key Point: Where racism exist, the people group that is being dominated and denied
certain rights as a citizen as well as certain privileges may begin to see the
dominating people group as the source to solving or creating their problems,
resulting in a lack of love for God and others thereby developing a fear of man.
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VII.

B.

“Spiritual assessments carry great weight in a culture’s ability to understand itself as a
whole as well as its components. When a culture allows a myth to dominate the way
various groups within that culture relate to each other and to themselves, there will be
disharmony, injustice, and inequity on every level of that culture........ Conversely
many Anglos claim individual superiority and/or entitlement because of the myth’s
doctrine of group superiority. Therefore, whites show a great hesitance to sit at the
feet of blacks with the expectation of learning as opposed to simply being entertained,
because the myth has already defined the relationship as that of a superior to an
inferior..... Both Christian blacks and whites must demythologize the myth of
inferiority so the mental fog that clouds the racial atmosphere can be removed.”
(Tony Evans. Oneness Embraced, pp. 90,105,106)

Key Point: Where there is racism, the myth of inferiority and superiority exist
promoting the idea that one people group is greater than the other. The people group
that is deemed inferior may find themselves accepting the myth thereby, being
consumed rather than concerned with being exposed for condemnation, rejected,
physically hurt or oppressed, or denied certain desires and rights by the people group
that is deemed superior which in turn develops the fear of man towards the people
group that is deemed superior.

“People of different racial, ethnic, national, and gender backgrounds continually
confront one another on the basis of a perceived self-superiority. They look for
reasons to heap scorn on others. We are experiencing increased cultural
confrontation. As polarization increases, each intersection of cultures causes more
friction. ( Charles Ware. Prejudice and the People of God, pp.8,35)

Key Point: Where there is a perceived self-superiority among a group there will be
mistreatment of other groups by that group. If the group being mistreated is in a
position where they have been restricted or dominated by the group that believes they
are superior, they may find themselves consumed rather concerned with being
exposed for condemnation, rejected, physically hurt or oppressed, or denied certain
desires and rights by the people group that is deemed superior which in turn develops
the fear of man towards people group that is deemed superior.

How Do We Overcome the Fear of Man?

A.

B.

Identify the people, places, things, and situations you believe are the source and the
solution to your needs, desires, and problems.

Confess and repent of making people, places, things and situations the source and the
solution to your needs, desires, and problems in place of God (Proverbs 28;13).
Confess and repent of the unloving attitudes and actions you have had towards the
people you believe have been the source and solution to your needs, desires, and
problems.

Minimize your focus on what people think of you (1Corinthians 4:3).
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E. Maximize your focus on what God thinks of you (1Corinthians 4:4).

F. Learn how to use the injustices you encounter as opportunity to embrace the
sovereignty of God in all things. (Genesis 50:20, Romans 8:31-32, Ecclesiastes 3:1-
11, 7:13-14, 9:1, 11:5, Colossians 1:15-17).

G. Challenge the injustices you encounter without compromising your love for God,
your love for others, and your position in Christ, while looking for God to bring the
justice accordingly. (1 Thessalonians 5:14, Proverbs 29:26, Romans 12:19-21)

H. Accept that fact that every good and perfect gift is from God not man, and that all you
need comes from God not man (James 1:16-17,2Peter 1:1-3, Philippians 4:19,
Romans 8:31-32, Psalm 145:8-16, Hebrews 4:16).

I. Practice setting your mind on God’s agenda in every aspect of your life and seek to
live according to that agenda (Matthew 6:33, Colossians 3:1-25, Ephesians 5:1-18).

“Unless biblical Christians significantly enter the fray and take over the leadership for unifying
the racial divide, we will be hopelessly deadlocked in a sea of relativity regarding the issue,
resulting in restating more questions rather than providing permanent answers. It is my
uncompromising contention that the only perspective is the divine perspective; the only proper
agenda is the kingdom agenda. If the Bible is allowed to be the standard by which blacks and
whites determine truth, then freedom from the moral malaise will be the outcome; for as Jesus
taught, the truth has a unique capacity of making people free.”

(Tony Evans. Oneness Embraced, pp. 106)

Key Point: What one thinks of you cannot determine how you live with God and relate to
others.”
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