            Be Strong and Courageous- A Call To Biblical Manhood

1. The Definition of a Male: One who was created by God as a material and immaterial being, 
     with a unique DNA, 1X chromosome, and the physical distinctive of a penis and testicles for 
     a particular function and purpose in the culture alongside and distinct from a female (woman) 
     and all other creations of God. (Genesis 1:27)

A. (In most cases men are born with a penis and women are born with a vagina. In the event there is either a void of or having addition to his normal sexual organs, a chromosome test should verify his gender.)

2. The Definition of Manhood: (andrízomai [to act manly])
 - the mindset, manner, and 
     movement that correspond distinctly to a male in form and function.
 (1Corinthians 16:13)

A. Manhood is also tied to men who develop to the fullness of their being in courage- the  mental and moral strength to resist opposition, handle danger, or endure hardship while operating in a mindset, manner  and movement  that is distinctly male, glorifying to God and beneficial to others; to  have  firmness of mind and will in the face of danger or extreme difficulty while operating in a  mindset, manner and movement that is distinctly male, glorifying to God and beneficial to others (1Corinthains 16:13). 

3. The Duties of a Male: The duties of a male correspond with how He was created by God 

     from the beginning to function: (Genesis 1:26-30, 2:15)

A. Men are responsible for taking the lead in procreation on earth-giving life through his seed to his wife only, to carry that life to birth so that mankind would reflect the character of God throughout the earth. (Genesis 1:26-30)

B. Men are responsible for taking the lead in subduing the earth- to govern the earth i.e. stewardship, management, control, and order according to the will of God. (Genesis 2:15,19-20, 1:26-30) 

C. Men are responsible for taking the lead in dominion of the earth- being a servant leader over creation resulting exercising his authority, influence, and strength, over creation and all who fall under his leadership for the glory of God and the good of creation
 (Genesis 2:15, 19-20 1:26-30).

D. In essence men are to procreate with spouse only, govern within the realm of authority, influence and strength given by God, and lead within the realm of authority, influence, and strength given by God. (Genesis 2:15, 1:26-30, 1 Corinthians 11:1-3) 

4. The Disciplines of Manhood: Man’s primary goal is not to relax; Man’s primary goal is to 
     work for the glory of God.
  Men were not called to follow the world’s order but set things in 

    order in all aspects of life to the Glory of God and the benefit of mankind.
 Therefore, it is 

     prudent for man to learn, live, and discipline himself around the Precepts and Plans of God.
    (Proverbs 14:8 – “The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way; but the folly of fools is 
      deceit.”)
A. The Principle of Living by the Precepts and Plans of God 

1. Scripture calls for human planning while acknowledging God’s sovereignty    

    (Proverbs 20:5,18,15:22,26,16:1,3,9,19:21, 21:5, 24:8 and James 4:13-17).

2. Decisions are to be made understanding:

· the moral will of God – the areas of life where Scripture has stated what we are to do and not to do (2Timothy 3:16-17, James 1:19-27, John 14:21, Romans 12:1-21,13:1-14);

· the sovereign will of God – the reality that God controls all things and is working out his overall plan for the universe (Ecclesiastes 7:13-14, Lamentations 3:37-38, Colossians1:15-17, Ephesians 1:9-10, 2Peter 3:1-18);  

· the non moral will of God – the areas of life where Scripture gives no specific instructions or commands and we are free to choose what we desire, being considerate of your loyalty of God  and love for others (1Corinthians 6:12,8:4-13, Romans 14:1-23).

3. Life is to be arranged according to God’s priorities Matthew 22:34-40).

4. Life is to be arranged with relationships in mind (John 13:34-35, Romans 12:3-1).

5. Life is to be lived according to God’s values (Luke 6:20-49, 12:13-34).

B. The Prerequisites of Living by the Precepts and Plans of God 

1. We must learn the character of God and His plan for mankind.

2. We must study God’s agenda for every aspect of life. 

3. We must become aware of our personalities, spiritual gifts, natural talents and treasures and learn how to use them to God’s Glory. 

4. We must identify the people, places, products, and activities we are to manage. 

5. We must learn where we are to lead and where we are to follow.

C. The Process of Living by the Precepts and Plans of God                   

1. Identify the various roles you have in life; Identify which roles are God given, man given and self given and determine the roles you must keep and the ones you must let go. 

2. Identify the Biblical Mandates and the responsibilities that are associated with each role and organize your roles according to God’s priorities. 

3. Identify what you are to accomplish in each particular role and the steps its going to take to accomplish these things. 

4. Write out the specific task you have to do on a daily or weekly basis to accomplish what needs to be accomplished. 

5. Write out specific ways you can use your spiritual gifts and natural talents to serve your family, the Body of Christ and others accordingly on a daily or weekly basis.
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