
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. God controls the good and bad that we are experiencing with the Coronavirus experience.  
 
Consider the work of God, for who is able to straighten what He has bent? 
In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider— 
God has made the one as well as the other  
so that man will not discover anything that will be after him. 
- Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 
 
 

2. The trials, tragedies, or travesties we face from the Coronavirus experience are being used 
by God to expose and develop our endurance, our character in Christ, and our faith in 
Christ.  
 
James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are 
dispersed abroad: Greetings. Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
- James 1:1-4 
 
 

3. God will give us a way through the Coronavirus experience so that we do not yield to the 
temptation to sin in this experience.  
 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 
- 1 Corinthians 10:13 
 
 

4. We must count on God to make up the difference in whatever hardships we face in this 
Coronavirus experience because He cares for us.  
 
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. Be of sober spirit, be 
on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are 
being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. After you have suffered for a 
little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
- 1 Peter 5:6-10 
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5. We must count on the Lord to be our Helper in this time of need with this Coronavirus 

experience. 
 
For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help,  
The afflicted also, and him who has no helper. 
- Psalm 72:12 
 
 

6. Our words cannot speak this Coronavirus experience away, but through our words we can 
ask God for wisdom on how to handle this experience. 
 
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. 
- James 1:5 
 
 

7. Worry and panic will not change this Coronavirus experience, but the proper prayer, the 
proper perspective, and the proper practice can give us peace in the midst of the 
experience. 
 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, 
dwell on these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
- Philippians 4:6-9 
 
 

8. We must submit to our governing authorities in light of this Coronavirus experience, 
whether we agree with their assessment or not, unless they are asking us to sin against 
God. 
 
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists 
authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive 
condemnation upon themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for 
evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise 
from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who 
brings wrath on the one who practices evil. Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not 
only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 
- Romans 13:1-5 

 



  

9. We must consider the interests of others as well as our own in this Coronavirus 
experience so that we do not make decisions that affect others in a negative way because 
we are thinking only of ourselves. 
 
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there 
is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by 
being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another 
as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 
- Philippians 2:1-4 
 
 

10. We must give thanks to God knowing God will bring about our good and His glory. 
 
In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
- 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn 
among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 
called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 
 
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not 
spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely 
give us all things? Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 
who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who 
is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? Just as it is written, 
 
For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; 
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 
 
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
- Romans 8:28-39 
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Key Point: 
We must focus on what we can control and take responsibility to do what God has commanded 
us to do in those areas. We must pray about what we cannot control while we continue to do 
what God has commanded us to do in the areas we have been given responsibility. When we 
allow what we cannot control to consume our thinking, we will become sinful resulting in being 
irresponsible and ungodly in the areas we have been given responsibility by God.    
 
“‘In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you’ (1 Thess. 
5:18), tells us in the midst of difficulties and disasters to look to God with an attitude of 
gratitude. God is still in charge of His universe and our lives. Giving thanks in all things forces us 
to remember that God is still alive; He is still in control… Faith if it is true faith, is not placed in 
circumstances or in the directions in which our affairs seem to be moving but in God’s 
character. His character never varies. This is why our faith should not vary and why our 
gratitude may include all things... Gratitude should be continuous because God’s goodness is 
continuous and God never changes. God’s goodness has no beginning or end… If our 
permanent attitude is fixed on God’s permanent goodness, we can and should enter all phases 
of life with gratitude and confidence in God’s goodness. All days, cloudy and sunny, are works 
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of God. Each new phase we enter will bring us nearer the final goal God has in mind for us… 
God sees a greater good, more grand in scope than we can realize. The canvas of His great story 
is stretched wide. What God sees as good for us fits into a cosmic picture that brings good to 
many others as well as ourselves. His good will ultimately be seen to be better for us than we 
could have chosen for ourselves.”1 
 
 
Consider the words of Martin Luther when dealing with the Black Plague; they can help us in 
how we can deal with this Coronavirus experience: 
 

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 

medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order 

not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their 

death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I 

have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 

the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however, I shall not avoid place or person but will 

go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor 

foolhardy and does not tempt God.”2 

                                                 
1 T. W. Hunt and Catherine Walker, Disciples Prayer Life: Walking in Fellowship with God 
(Nashville, TN: LifeWay Press, 1997), pp. 68, 69, 71. 
 
2 Martin Luther and Mary Jane Haemig, The Annotated Luther, Volume 4: Pastoral Writings 
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016), p. 404. 


